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John and Elizabeth Proctor’s relationship in Act 2.  (a) 
 
Line/Stage 
direction/Language 

What it tells us about 
the characters and 
their relationship 

Effect on the 
audience 

Links to social/historical 
context 

Links to the plays themes and 
ideas 

“What keeps you so late? It’s 
almost dark” (Elizabeth) 

E. sounds suspicious of 
John 

The audience realise 
that this is a result of 
what happened with 
Abigail 

Although John has had an 
affair, the religious nature of 
Salem society would not even 
entertain the thought of 
divorce. E. has to try to 
maintain her role as wife and 
get along with J. 

The Crucible as trial – there is a 
trial within the Proctor’s 
relationship – to do with trust and 
forgiveness.  

Lots of short sentences, and 
questions at the start of the 
scene 

They are trying to 
continue as usual. The 
fact that they are 
talking about everyday 
things suggests this.  

The audience would 
pick up on an 
underlying tension. A 
director may chose to 
include pauses or 
awkward silences which 
would emphasise this. 

See above  

“I mean to please you 
Elizabeth” (John) 
….He gets up, goes to kiss 
her. She receives it. 

Maybe J is trying to 
make amends. 

The audience have 
seen J season the stew 
then compliment E on 
it. This would suggest 
he is trying to find 
ways of making her 
happy. 

 Elizabeth’s reaction may link to 
Abi’s description of her as ‘cold’. It 
may also show that E still has not 
fully forgiven J. 

(As gently as he can) 
“Cider?” 
“You ought to bring some 
flowers into the house” 

J tries to remind E – 
her reaction is almost 
embarrassment – she 
is trying to please too 

This adds to the 
tension and 
awkwardness – 
perhaps they are both 
trying too hard? 

The role of the wife was very 
different. J shouldn’t have had 
to remind E. Is she distracted 
by something 
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John and Elizabeth Proctor’s relationship in Act 2.  (b) 
 

Line/Stage direction/Language 
What it tells us about 
the characters and their 
relationship 

Effect on the audience Links to social/historical 
context 

Links to themes and 
ideas in the play 

It is as though she would speak, but cannot….a sense 
of their separation arises 

    

“I think you’re sad again. Are you? “ 
“You come so late I thought you’d gone to Salem this 
afternoon” 

    

E: (quietly, fearing to anger him by prodding) God 
forbid you keep that from the court, John, I think they 
must be told…… 
J: …She told it told me in a room alone – I have no 
proof for it.  

    

Proctor reacts angrily to Elizabeth when she turns 
from him, after he has told her about his meeting with 
Abigail 

    

“You will not judge me more Elizabeth…..I have forgot 
Abigail, and-“ 
“And I.” 
“Spare me! You forget nothin’ and forgive nothin’…..I 
come into a court everytime I come into this house!” 

    

“I do not judge you…I never thought you but a good 
man, John – only somewhat bewildered” 
“Oh, Elizabeth, your justice would freeze beer!) 

    

Elizabeth is mentioned in court. She asks John to go 
to Abigail and says that Abigail wants to take her 
place. John says he will go – E thinks he is going 
unwillingly. J says he is honest and never gave Abi 
any promise…”I see now your spirit twists around the 
single error of my life and I will never tear it free! “J.  

    

They come for Elizabeth.. 
“I will fall like an ocean upon that court! Fear nothing, 
Elizabeth” 

    

Mary refuses to confess. John says “My wife will not 
die for me! I will bring your guts into your mouth, but 
that goodness will not die for me!” 
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